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Please ficd attached a response from Dr. Martin to yﬁur letter of December 2, 2009.

Cheérs,
Crystal Gillis
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Dr. Keith Martin, M.D., P.C,, M.P.
MR for ff.sguimafz—jﬁan de Fuca

January 18", 2010

Union of British Colombia Indian Chiefs
345 Yellowhead Highway ‘
Kamloops, BC VZHIHI -

Via Fax: (250) 828-0319

Dear Grand Chief Phillip and Members of the Executive,

Thank you for your letter regarding the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST), sent via fax on :
December 2%, 2009, T appreviate you taking the time to write to me on this issue, and 1
apologize for the delay in responding to your Jetter.

I opposed the HST in its cwrent form. As I argued in an op-ed I wrote when this was first
released, the Conservative government could have workad with provincial governments
to mitigate the negative effects:of the HST by, for example, ensuring that the HST is
applied only to those products that were previously subject te both the PST and GST and
that the tax be dropped two points. I am disappointed the government chose to ignore .
logical solutions and that it did not engage in wide-ranging consultations with First
Nations, businesses. and consumers to identify ways to reducs any harra the HST will
inflict upon our citizens and businesses. : ' :

Please see the attached op-ed with the plan I introduced that would have reduced the
HST’s negative effects. You might also wish to visit my website www.gokeith.ca to view
several television interviews I gave on this topic.

Thank you again for writiug to me.

Sigcerely,, _
P&jg his—
D, If;eiﬂx Martin

Enclosure

www.KeithiMartin.org ‘ : I * I | | . @
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For starters it should apply only fo
products subject to both PST and GST
By Dr. Kelth Martin, MP

he anfowneement that
on July 1, 2010, BC 5
provinei] sales tak

{2577 will be mevged with the
federal goods ond serviees
(GST), was a bolt out of the
blwg, This 756 lax incronsc on
gverything thot was previously
exempt from FET wag Bbici-
pated by no one. A partial fist

- ofthe goods and services af-

fected by this x inerease
includey: temaurant meals,
touTism services, cesidential
heating, food products (besic
proacries will enniinae 1o be
PHEMPL), prescription medica-
tiens, vitamins ond dietary
supplements, bicyale, meny
school supplics, magazines
and newspzpers, sOety con- -
servation equiptiieny, and piv- .
line fares to namo but & few,
The timing end exeeutian of

been terriblaas it Atlantle Canede did this in

will hurt sur tourism, hemo
bwilding, srd rostanyent sez-
tora, and exanerbats the job
loases thay hove already &n-
dured during the recent osa-
nomic dewntum. In faed, the
Restmant and Food Sorviess
Aasorigtion estimates that the
HST will cagr teir mdustry o
stogpering 5750 million a

“year, Tourism, n major aco-

natnle driver in BG, will also
be hit batd.

The benefits of the HET
include a decezase in the cost
ta produca ortnkn goods,
which oquld lower the pties of
these goods to conamners, 4
reduced pdministretivo aeden
and a potentisl ingrate in
jnvestment inta BE.

Other pressnces havy
pdopted an HET, but thay took
a different course than BC™5.

Vickeria, Beitish Columbia

2810122 00 the fedel g :
Please visit www.KeithMartin.org for more information on aur initiatives,
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Tourism, » major driver of Victoria'a
ceonomy, conid ke hurt with the HST
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ment which hus
offered & §1.6
hiltlon earvot 1o
the prevince if
they adopt this
e, This is an
Irvesintible in-
cantive to our
provinci] gov-
ATAm=nt a5 1t had
juat praitieted
mwltibililon
dolfar budgeticy
dofcits o B
‘veprs to chmo.
Bt this ineen- .

1997, however, they alsg re=
duced their HET from 19% to
159 Gitis now 13%6), Thec
whs eleo extenaive consulta-
tioms with varioua groups it
the region tn mitigats th .
negative effests of the tax on
their indugtries, Tn BC thiz bas
1ot heppraed,

A mujor impetiys bebind
this headlong tush wy izmple-
ment the HST i the eifent
land biekind this decision. it
QVETT=

tive will onfy have » one time,
short-torm bouefit, in contmat
to the loog-term stracmureal
-effecte the tax will have on.
many of tha province's major
economie drivers.

Thera am, hawiver, thityzs
that ¢an be dona to cleat tia
air and enmure that consutnies
and buainesses atmin the
maximuem henefits fom &
HST withouwt the negatives.

To do this, the following
shoyid b done: -
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Breaking news at timescolotiist.com

pain from HST

1. Apply the HET only to
those praducta ther previgusly
wers sithject © both the PST
anet G5T. This wonld fio1 Add
any new @xes to products thet
previoualy were P3T exempt,
especially thoza that sTe 2sse0-
tig] to people's lives, o.g,
medical preducts, hate heat-
ing, food, ete,

2. Drop the HET from 12%%
1o (0%, ' .

3. Implemenpt » mord offec-
tive, atream-linzd, and offi-
lent tax taporting process that
will seduee the enornous sd-
ministrattve burdan on husis
TSESES.

A4, Engege m o vde ranging

eonsultation process with
businesden sid conpuners to
identify ways toveduce say
hacm the 55T may inflitt
upon them.

3. Importantly, Prime Min-
{ater Harper shayld assure

“Premater Campbell thet ke will

not withdzew the 51.6=billion
incentive package the feds

offored to our Enbﬁnct 7]

sezept on BIST. This will give
the province Hing te conault
widely and impleneat salu-
tivna that will reduce sy
Tiarm the tap will Inflieton cor
Gitizens.

Thera is & gaylng in medi-
cing, *Do ne harm®. This
shiould be applied to politics
1ot and the HET is 2 geed
place to start applying thic
dicturs, We must nat intros
duee g HST that could hurt
eur citizens and our business
cottrtrumdty. Most jobs exist in
the private ssetor snd to harm
thatny, particularly during this
ecotatiie downmm, will ex-
acerbate gur Uhemployment
levels. Injtiatives to mitigate
the demnging cffeets of the
HET and eohenc= its benofits
for both the conpumer and
busdresaeg must be imple-
mared quickly for the sake of
out previncs snd it aitizens,

- D Kelth Mavtin Is the
Meinber af Paviiament for

 Esquimali— fuzn dle Faiee




